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Priest 
Right from the beginning of time, even before time came to be, the Word of God existed in 
the form of a person.  The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
right from the beginning.  Through him all things were made; and nothing that was good 
was made without him.  
For in him was both life and love, and that life and love gave light and hope to all of 
mankind.  
This light shone in the darkness and showed both good and evil for what they both were, 
and that light continues to shine each and every day, but the darkness hated it and did not 
understand it, and sought to extinguish that light so people would not understand just how 
dark the darkness was. But the light could not be extinguished or hidden, and it continues 
to shine, even to this day and beyond, giving hope to all of mankind.  
 

(The nativity candle is lit.) 
Reading 1: 
Long ago, about 2000 years, when King Herod ruled Judea (now part of Israel), God sent 
the angel Gabriel to a young women who lived in the northern town of Nazareth. The girl's 
name was Mary and she was engaged to marry Joseph. 
The angel Gabriel said to Mary: 'Peace be with you! God has blessed you and is pleased 
with you.'  
Mary was very surprised by this and wondered what the angel meant.  
The angel said to her 'Don't be afraid, God wants you to do something very special for 
Him. You will become pregnant by the Holy Spirit and give birth to a baby boy.  You will 
call him Jesus. He will be God's own Son and his kingdom will never end.'  
Mary was very afraid but she trusted God. 'Let it happen as God chooses,' she replied to 
the angel.  

CAROL 1: ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY Verses 1-4 
Reading 2: 
The angel Gabriel also told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth who everyone thought was too 
old to have children, would have a baby boy whom God had chosen to prepare the way for 
Jesus. 
So Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah.  
Elizabeth was very happy to see Mary. She knew that Mary had been chosen by God to 
be the mother of God's Son.  
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then returned home to Nazareth. 

 
CAROL 2: O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL Verses 1-3 

Reading 3: 
Joseph was worried when he found out that Mary was expecting a baby before their 
marriage had taken place. He wondered if he should put off the wedding altogether.  
Then an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and said: 'Don't be afraid to have Mary as 
your wife.' The angel explained that Mary had been chosen by God to be the mother of his 
Son and told Joseph that the baby would be named Jesus which means 'Saviour' because 
he would save people.  
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel had told him to do and took Mary as his 
wife. 

CAROL 3: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Reading 4: 
At this time, the land where Mary and Joseph lived was part of the Roman Empire. The 
Roman Emperor Augustus wanted to have a list of all the people in the empire, to make 
sure they paid their taxes. He ordered everyone to return to the town where their families 
originally came from, and enter their names in a register (or census) there.  
Mary and Joseph travelled a long way (about 70 miles) from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
because that is where Joseph's family came from. Joseph and Mary travelled very slowly 
because Mary's baby was due to be born soon. 
When they reached Bethlehem they had problems finding somewhere to stay. So many 
people had come to register their names in the census, that every house was full and 
every bed was taken in all of the Inns. The only shelter that they could was a shelter with 
the animals.  
In this poor place Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God. In those days it was the 
custom to wrap newborn babies tightly in a long cloth strips called 'swaddling clothes'. 
Jesus' bed was the manger that the animals ate their hay from. 

 
CAROL 4: AWAY IN A MANGER 

Reading 5: 
In the hills and fields outside Bethlehem, shepherds looked after their sheep through the 
long night. As the new day began, suddenly an angel appeared before them and the glory 
of God shone around them. The shepherds were very, very scared, but the angel said, 
'Don't be afraid. I have good news for you and everyone. Today in Bethlehem a Saviour 
has been born for you. You will find the baby lying in a manger.'. 
Then many more angels appeared, lighting up the sky. The shepherds heard them 
praising God singing: 'Glory to God in highest, and peace to everyone on earth.'  
When the angels had gone the shepherds said to one another, 'Let's go to Bethlehem to 
see what has happened.'  
So the shepherds went to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph. The baby Jesus was 
lying in a manger as they had been told. When they saw him, they told everyone what the 
angel had said and everyone who heard the story were astonished. Then the shepherds 
returned to their sheep, praising God for sending his Son to be their Saviour.  

 
CAROL 5: HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING  

Reading 6: 
When Jesus was born, a brand new bright star appeared in sky. Some Wise Men in 
faraway countries saw the star and guessed what it meant. They were very clever men 
that studied the stars and had read in very old writings that a new star would appear when 
a great king was born.  
They set out to find the new king and bring him gifts. 
The Wise Men followed the star towards the country of Judea and when they got to the 
capital called Jerusalem they began to ask people: 'Where is the child who is born to be 
king of the Jews?' Herod, the king of Judea, heard this and it made him very angry to think 
that someone might be going to take his place as king. Herod sent for the Wise Men to 
come to him. He told them to go on following the star until they had found the baby king. 
He said: 'When you have found him, let me know where he is, so that I can go and worship 
him.'.  
But Herod did not tell them that he really had an evil plan in mind to kill the new king.  
  



 
 

 
 

Reading 7: 
The Wise Men followed the star towards Bethlehem (where it said that the king would be 
born in the old writings). It seemed to stop and shine directly down upon the place where 
Jesus was. 
The Wise Men entered the house where they now lived and found Jesus with Mary, they 
bowed down and worshipped him.  
The Wise Men spread the gifts they had brought before Jesus. The gifts were gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  
The Wise Men were warned in a dream, by God, not to go back to Herod. So they returned 
home to their countries in the East by a different way.  
 

CAROL 6:  WE THREE KINGS 
Priest 
Though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - children born not 
of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.    
So the Word became like us and made his dwelling among us.  
 
 
Words of welcome and encouragement 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in  
him should not perish, but have eternal life. John 3:16  
  
Jesus said, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger,  
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst."   
John 6:35  
    
Almighty Father, you sent your Son to be light in our darkness,  
And as the eternal bond we need never again be parted from your infinite love:  
Mercifully grant that in the partaking of these gifts of bread and wine, in remembrance of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, they become for us the indwelling pledge of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Creed 
 
(Responses are printed in Bold type.)  
 
This is our faith: we believe - 
 
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

The Gloria  
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
 
For you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
 
For you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 
 
Confession. 
  
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent of our sins.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  
 
 
The Absolution. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord  
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.  
  
The Peace. 
 
The peace of God be with you.   And also with you. 
  
(A sign of peace may be exchanged.)



 
 

 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  Using the words our Lord Jesus Christ taught us, we say 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,   
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those   
who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,   
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
  

(other prayers may be added as is appropriate concluding with  
'Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer') 

 
The Preparation 

 
(the elements shall be consecrated/blessed according to local tradition) 

 
Scripture records that Jesus took the cup of wine and gave thanks, instructing  
that it should be divided up amongst all the disciples. 
 
He took the bread and gave thanks and broke it, saying "This is my body  
which is given for you - do this in remembrance of me." 
 
He took the cup after supper, saying "This is my blood which is given for you  
and many others for the remission of sins. It is the new testament." 
 
The Invitation.  
  
We are one body with Christ as its Head.  No person of good faith with  
reverent intention shall be turned away.  I welcome you all in the name of the  
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to share in these gifts. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that  
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  
During Communion. 

 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, keep you in everlasting life.  Amen.  
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, keep you in everlasting life.  Amen. 
   



 
 

 
 

After Communion. 
  
Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks  
for being able to share together in these gifts of bread and wine. 

We have shared in this act of love and remembrance in true fellowship. 
 
We honour God, the Father.  
We honour God, the Son. 
We honour God, the Holy Spirit.  
We honour God, three in one.  Amen. 
 

Magnificat 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord.  

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my saviour.  

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden: 

for behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  

He hath showed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy has helped his servant Israel.  

As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles;  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

 
CAROL: Silent Night 

 
(Sung as the youngest person present places the Christ child in the crib) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Closing Blessing 
 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.   Amen.  
  
Our celebration is ended.  Go in the peace of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 
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